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Looking backward over this summary narrative of the decisions
of 1939-44, we have seen how the original German decision to make
war was rooted in the failure of the attempted peace settlement of
1919. What may at first have been considered in Berlin as hardly
more than a punitive expedition against Poland became a world con-
flict through the fulfillment by England and France of their pledged
word to the Poles. That pledge had been boldly, perhaps rashly
given. Certainly Warsaw had been heroically rash in accepting it
Obviously the English and French had come to feel that National
Socialist Germany threatened their whole political and economic
systems. If the left-wing German dictatorship armed with the for-
midable military tradition of Prussia should grow stronger, their
world would be overturned. When the German lightning victories
had culminated in the fall of France, something of the same con-
cern began to be felt in the United States. The stubborn resistance
of England, favored by the unexpected strength of her defense in
the air, permitted America's gradual approach to war to develop,
foreshadowing an extension of the conflict to the west In the Pa-
cific, too, American policy toward Japan was hardening.

The first turning point of the war was Germany's attack upon
the Soviet Union, her partner in the rape of Poland, followed by
the German failure to take Moscow. After Japan had put much of
the American fleet out of action at Pearl Harbor, thus bringing her-
self and the United States into the global war, although she and the
Soviet remained neutral toward each other, the Japanese overran
much of the Far East but were held on the border of India and
somewhat to the north of Australia. The summer of '42 saw per-
haps the most mysterious episode of the struggle: the German at-
tempt to put the Soviet out of the war "on the cheap,* as it were,
without another all-out attempt to gain a decision on the Russian
front before United States power began to be felt After halting
Japan, United States and England persevered in their joint decision
to consider Germany their principal enemy. In November, *42>
they moved into French North Africa to dear the Mediterranean,
shortly before the German armies in Russia suffered a considerable
local disaster at Stalingrad. Subsequent Anglo-American disap-
pointments on the Italian mainland did not cancel the good effect
of the North African move. In the early summer of *44 a decisive
attack against the Germans in France was made across the Channel,
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